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In the Division of Vital Statistics of the California 


State Department of Public Health there are filed 
more than four and one-quarter million birth, death 
and marriage certificates that have accumulated since 


1906, when State registration of vital statistics began 


in California. The index to the certificates contains 
almosti seven and one-quarter million names. The 
difference in the totals is explained by the fact that 
marriage certificates are indexed according to the 
name of the groom and also according to the name of 
the bride, and the birth certificates are indexed 
according to the name of the child and also according 
to the maiden name of the mother. The division is 
prepared to issue certified copies of birth, death and 
marriage certificates that have been filed in Sacra- 
mento during the past 28 years. There is a constant 
demand for such copies and they are used for a wide 
variety of purposes. 

Birth certificates establish age, citizenship, inheri- 
tance rights and lineage. Upon entrance to school, 
legal evidence of age is often required, and in order 
to secure employment, similar proof must often be 
obtained. Proof of age also may be required for 
license to drive a motor vehicle, to marry, to vote, to 
perform jury duty, to enter military service and in 
many other legal and official matters. Citizenship 
must be proved to secure passports for foreign travel, 
for the right to hold certain offices or enter civil 
service, to enter certain professions, to secure exemp- 


Names 


tion from military service in foreign countries and 
for many other purposes. Lineage must often be 
proved in order to inherit property, to secure war 
compensation, to advance claims of widows and 
orphans, to secure State aid and other relief, to collect 
pensions and in many other matters where it is 
necessary to prove the identity of the individual 
through lineage. These are only a few of the uses 
which make the birth certificate of value. In fact, 
it is doubtful that any other legal document can be 
of greater value to the individual than his birth 
certificate. At all events, lack of a birth certificate 
has often brought great financial losses and embar- 
rassment to large numbers of individuals. The fact 
that such records are in greater demand now than 
ever before indicates the importance that has been 
placed upon this record. During the past year 
several thousand requests for copies of birth certifi- 


% 


cates have been received by the Division of Vital 


Statistics at Sacramento. 
The death certificate is essential to establish proof 
of death. In order to settle estates, to collect life 
insurance and to establish inheritance rights, the 
death certificate is of prime importance. Very often 
the distribution and settlement of large estates is 
made possible only through application of vital 
statistics records. For official purposes, the death 
records are also of value in the administration of the 
law pertaining to inheritance taxes. | 
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in the history of vital statistics in California. 


The marriage certificate is of value in proving the 
legitimacy of children, in collecting compensation 


from governmental sources and in application for. 
State aid and other relief and in the settlement of. 
estates and inheritance matters. 


Health officers use vital statistics records to deter- 


mine the trend of activities related to public health. 


The infant mortality rates alone constitute a most — 


important and most valuable index to general health 
conditions in the community. The general death rate 
is of value but the trend of specific death rates for 
the various causes of death constitutes a most valuable 
guide toward the development of activities that may 
lead to the conservation of life. Under present social 


conditions, the economic status of the State is reflected 


in the birth and marriage rates. In 1932, when the 
economic depression was inflicting its worst damage, 


the marriage rate for the State of California was — 


the lowest that it had ever been during the 28 years 
that State marriage records have been maintained. 
In 1933 there was a slight increase in the marriage 


rate. The birth rate in California for last year was. 


the lowest that it has been during any year since 
1907. There are indications, however, that the birth 
rate for 1934 will be slightly higher than it has been 
during the past two years. On the other hand, the 
death rate in 1933 was lower than it has ever been 
It 1s 
believed that the low death rate for last year was 
made possible because of the high standards of living 
that had prevailed during the preceding period of 
prosperity. It is doubtful that this low rate can be 
maintained during the years that are immediately to 
follow. There are indications at present that those 
who may have suffered through undernourishment 
during the lean years may become victims of tubercu- 
losis and deficiency diseases in sufficient numbers to 
increase the death rate. The following table of 
births, deaths and marriages in California indicates 
the trend in these social events during the past 28 
years. 


BIRTHS, DEATHS AND MARRIAGES IN CALIFORNIA 


Births Deaths Marriages 
Year Number Rate Number Rate Number Rate 
20,974 10.3 29,303 14.4 21,317 10.5 
EN 24,674 11.6 31,095 14.6 23,005 10.8 
SSE 28,077 12.7 31,287 14.1 21,739 9.8 
See 30,882 13.4 30,985 13.4 22,917 9.9 
3 SERS 32,138 13.4 32,398 13.5 24,937 10.4 
34,828 13.9 34,012 13.6 27,303 10.9 
39,330 15.0 36,709 14.0 31,276 12.0 
IIE 43,852 16.1 38,599 14.2 31,393 11.5 
| SETS 46,012 16.2 37,537 13.3 31,902 11.3 
1936......— 46,696 16.3 39,026 13.3 31,451 10.7 
50,638 16.5 39,860 13.1 30,996 10.2 
4 Se 52,230 16.5 42,084 13.3 36,283 11.5 
55,922 57,683 17.7 32,487 10.0 
ee 56,521 16.8 45,991 13.6 38,830 11.5 
ST 67,198 19.0 47,124 13.3 46,564 13.2 
72,438 19.3 47,379 12.6 46,972 12.5 
73,321 18.4 51,968 13.1 47,477 11.9 
$933 ..-.... 80,237 19.1 54,416 . 13.0 55,190 13.2 
86,899 19.7 56,751 12.8 55,677 12.6 
SUE hice 85,492 18.5 56,707 12.2 55,081 11.9 


the certificate is essential. 
more correct than the original records upon which 


Births Deaths Marriages — 

Year Number Rate Number’ Rate Number’ Rate 

82,3872 17.0 58,472 12.1 56,664 (11.7 

84,334 16.6 61,430 12.1 53,487 10.5 

83,643 15.8 66,249 12.5 46,945 8.9 

81,498 14.8 65,363 11.9 51,866 9.4 

84,382 14.7 66,178 11.5 50,154 8.7 

81,553 13.9 67,513 11.5 47,525 8.1 
13.1 67,622 11.3 43,164 7.3 

12.4 67,992 11.2 46,484 7.6 


The proper application of vital statistics is of great 


value to the health officer and to the community. 
This has been termed ‘‘the bookkeeping of human 


life.’? The assemblage and display of data pertaining 
to human life is an important part of the public 
health program and the compilation of tabulations in — 
a form that can be easily understood is an. important 
function of public health. 

There are more than six hundred local registrars 
in California who are assembling the data upon which | 
the State’s vital statistical tabulations are _ based. 
Without their efficient support this work could not 
be carried on in a comprehensive manner. They are 
charged with important duties in securing complete 
and correct records. Physicians, midwives, under- 
takers and other individuals who make the original 
records of birth, death and marriage are also 
important factors in this contribution toward public. 
welfare. The provision of correct information upon 
No tabulations can. be 


they are based. Every individual who provides the 
information upon a birth, death or marriage certifi- 
cate provides an essential service to the public welfare 
of the community. By cooperating with their local 
registrars it is possible to make the collection of these 
important data a most valuable function of govern- 
ment. 


CHANGES AMONG HEALTH OFFICERS 


Dr. Harper Peddicord of Redwood City has been 
appointed health officer of San Mateo County to 
succeed Dr. Harold E. Morrison. 

Dr. F. H. Folkins has been appointed city health 
officer of Redlands to succeed Dr. Harold G. Gentry. 

Dr. P. F. Page is now city health officer of Taft, 
replacing Dr. Oran Newton. 

Mr. Charles Tate is city health officer of El Cajon, 
having sueceeded Mr. John Hamlin. 


The common objective of medicine and of public 
health is the reduction of human misery due to disease 
and death. The one devotes itself to the relief and 
cure of those already suffering, the other to preven- 
tion. Since neither fully succeeds, each must continue 
to supplement the other. Each in its own field has 
made enormous advances from each its own angle. 
Cooperation is increasing as each understands the 
other’s problems better.—H. W. Hill, M. D, 
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‘DEATH COMES TO W. L. SCALES 


William L. Scales, sanitary inspector of the Fresno 
County Health Department since 1915 and well 
known among public health employees throughout the 
State, died recently at his home in Fresno. Dr. 
William F.. Stein, health officer of Fresno County, 
has paid the following tribute to this faithful public 
servant : 


“Tn the history of Fresno County many men 
and women have taken a part, some in one line 
of endeavor and some in another, but in the 
field of sanitation, William Seales has taken a 
most active lead. ‘Beginning i in 1915 and extend- 
ing into 1934, with the exception of a few years, 


Mr. Seales has been continuously viewing Fresno > 
~CHICKENPOX** 


County from a sanitary standpoint. His has 
been the active and persistent duty to direct the 
people in lines of sanitary reasoning and think- 
ing. From the old fashioned toilets to the 


modern sanitary type it has been his duty to 


help prevent and eradicate typhoid fever, and 
assist the Fresno County schools in all matters 
pertaining to rural sanitation and the proper 


seating arrangements and the lighting of the | 


schools. In’ addition to the above Mr. Scales 
has never hesitated to assist the county depart- 
ment of public health in every possible manner. 
His loyalty to the people of Fresno County, his 
kindly interest in his fellowmen and his untiring 
devotion to the cause of the handicapped ehild 


cause us to pause with regret at the passing of so — 


valuable a man.’ 


—_ 


RURAL HEALTH a CONTEST 


Approximately seventy counties of the United 
States, six of which are in California, have entered 
the rural health conservation contest being sponsored 
by the United States Chamber of Commerce and the 
American Public Health Association. This contest 
will be based upon the public health records of 1934 
and will cover the most important attributes in public 
health administration in rural communities. This is 
the first year that the rural health contest has been 
held and the results are awaited with interest by 
health officers throughout the United States. 


— 


Both modern public health and modern medicine 
grew out of the earlier chaos slowly and painfully 
indeed, developing in consonance with the develop- 
ment of the sciences fundamental to biology—anat- 
omy, physiology, physics, chemistry. Just as these 
sciences relate to each other, yet have each also huge 
areas in which they seem wholly distinct, so public 
health and medicine correlate in many points, mu- 
tually support and aid each other, yet have huge 
fields each of their own.—H. W. Hill, M.D. i 
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CALIFORNIA STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
| PUBLIC HEALTH 


DISEASES REPORTABLE IN 
REPORTABLE ONLY 


ANTHRAX 
BERIBERI 
BOTULISM 
COCCIDIOIDAL GRANU- 
LOMA | 
DENGUE* | 
FLUKE INFECTION 
FOOD POISONING 
GLANDERS***# 
HOOKWORM | 
JAUNDICE (Infectious) | 


DYSENTERY (Amoebic) 
DYSENTERY (Bacillary) 
ERYSIPELAS 

GERMAN MEASLES** 
GONOCOCCUS 
INFLUENZA | 
MEASLES** 

MU MPS** 


QUARANTINABLE 
CHOLERA*** 


DIPHTHERIA 
ENCEPHALITIS (Epidemic) 


LEPROSY 


MENINGITIS (Epidemic) 


 PLAGUE*** 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 


UNDULANT FEVER 


ISOLATION OF PATIENT 
OPHTHALMIA NEONA- 


MALARIA* 
PELLAGRA 
PNEUMONIA (Lobar) 
RELAPSING FEVER 


SPOTTED FEVER 
SEPTIC SORE THROAT 
TETANUS 
TRICHINOSIS 
TULAREMIA 


TORUM | 
PSITTACOSIS 
RABIES (Animal)** 
RABIES (Human) 
SYPHILIS 


TRACHOMA 


WHOOPING 


SCARLET FEVER 
SMALLPOX 


TYPHOID AND PARA- 
TYPHOID FEVER 


TYPHUS FEVER 


YELLOW FEVER*** 
ACUTE ANTERIOR | | 
POLIOMYELITIS | 


* Patient should be kept in mosquito-free room. 
 **® Nonimmune contacts isolated also. 
*k* Cases to be reported to State Department of Public Health 
by telephone or —_ and special instructions will be issued. 


CITY HEALTH CONSERVATION CONTEST 


The sixth annual city health conservation contest 
under the auspices of the United States Chamber of 
Commerce and the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation is now under way. Nearly two hundred cities 
of the United States have entered this contest. In 
order to be eligible, it is necessary that the chamber 
of commerce of the city desiring enrollment shall be 
affiliated with the United States Chamber of Com- 
merce. A considerable number of California cities 
are among the entrants and it is believed that enviable 
records will be made by them during the present . 
calendar year. In the past, several cities of Cali- 
fornia have secured awards and it is believed that the 
present year will bring still greater honors to the 
municipalities of this State. 


The most important quality of education is flexi- 
bility. Flexibility is allied to play. Play is the 
essence of adaptability, and there is no prescribed 
pattern for it. Opportunities must be used as ay 
come along. Boyd H. Bode (1932). 
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MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
November 10, 1934 


Chickenpox 


226 cases: Alameda 1, Berkeley 5, Hayward 3, Oakland 31, 
San Leandro 13, Contra Costa County 6, Fresno County 6, 
Fresno 2, Los Angeles igs 9, Beverly Hills 1, Burbank 1, 
Compton 1, Culver City 1, Glendale 2, Long Beach 7, Los 
Angeles 26, Santa Monica 1, Sierra Madre 1, Lynwood l, 
Merced County 4, Grass Valley 1, Orange County 1, Placer 
County 1, Riverside 3, Sacramento County 1, Sacramento 8, 
San Diego County 9, El Cajon 1, San Diego 6, San Francisco 38, 
San Joaquin County 9, Tracy 1, Paso Robles 2, Burlingame 2, 
San Mateo 5, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 1, Siskiyou 
County 1, Vallejo 2, Stanislaus County 4, Modesto 2, Tehama 
County 1, Tulare County 1, Davis 1, Winters 1, Yuba County 1. 


Diphtheria | | | 
50 cases: Alameda County 2, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 


County 4, Compton 1, Glendale 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 22, 


San Gabriel 1, Carmel 1, Orange County 2, Placentia 1, Sacra- 
mento 1, San Francisco 1, Stockton 1, San Mateo County Il, 
Redwood City 1, Santa Cruz County 7, Santa Paula 1. 


German Measles 


15 cases: Albany 1, Calexico 1, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 
County 2, Burbank 1, Los Angeles 4, Yosemite National Park 5. 


influenza | 
3 19 cases: Lake County 1, Los Angeles County 2, Alhambra 1, 


Beverly Hills 1, Los Angeles 7, Santa Monica 1, Orange County 
1, Riverside County 1, Sacramento 1, San Francisco 1, South 
San Francisco 1, Modesto 1. | : | 


Malaria 


4 cases: San Joaquin County 1, Solano County 1, Sutter 


County 1, California.* | 


Measies | | 
174 cases: Alameda County 1, Pinole 1, Los Angeles County 2, 


Arcadia 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 4, Madera 1, Merced © 


County 2, Nevada County 1, Orange County 1, Anaheim 2, 
Fullerton 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 8, San Joaquin County 
23, Stockton 9, Tracy 78, Santa Barbara County 1, Santa 
Barbara 1, Santa Maria 17, Santa Clara County 1, Santa Cruz 
County 1, Santa Cruz 5, Watsonville 1, Stanislaus County l, 
Tulare County 2, Exeter 4, Santa Paula 2. | 


Mumps 


120 cases: Alameda County 1, Alameda 1, Berkeley 5, Emery- 
ville 1, Oakland 1, San Leandro 1, Los Angeles County 3, 
Alhambra 2, Burbank 6, Culver City 4, Glendale 1, Long Beach 
4, Los Angeles 4, Madera 1, San Rafael 2, Placentia 1, Beau- 
mont 1, Sacramento 5, San Bernardino County 2, San Diego 
County 1, San Francisco 15, San Joaquin County 1, Lodi 3, 
Stockton 5, Burlingame 1, Santa Barbara County 10, Santa 
Maria 22, Santa Clara County 1, Stanislaus County 3, Modesto 
10, Tulare County, 1, Visalia 1. | 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


29 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County 1, Los Angeles County 4, 
Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 7, San Fernando 1, Madera 1, 


Riverside County 1, Sacramento County 1, San Diego 1, San 


Francisco 7, Burlingame 1, Oxnard 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


176 cases: Alameda 1, Albany 1, Berkeley 3, Oakland 6, Colusa 
County 8, Antioch 1, Fresno County 4, Fresno 2, Imperial County 
1, Calexico 1, Kern County 2, Lake County 1, Los Angeles 
County 9, Alhambra 1, Glendale 2, Huntington Park 1, Long 
Beach 2, Los Angeles 32, Pomona 1, San Fernando 1, South 
Pasadena 4, Whittier 1, Torrance 2, South Gate 1, Monterey 
Park 1, Bell 1, San Rafael 2, Orange County 2, Anaheim 1, 
Orange 2, Santa Ana 4, Laguna Beach 1, Placentia 1, Tustin 1, 
Garden Grove 2, Riverside County 3, Riverside 1, Sacramento 3, 
San Diego County 4, San Diego 9, San Francisco 21, San Joaquin 
County 4, Stockton 2, Paso Robles 1, Santa Barbara 1, Santa 
Maria 1, San Jose 5, Santa Cruz 2, Siskiyou County 1, Petaluma 
1, Sutter County 1, Tulare County 3, Ventura County 4, Fillmore 
1, Yolo County 1, Yuba County 1. : 


Smallpox 
One case: Riverside County. 


Typhoid Fever 


17 cases: Jackson 3, Colusa County 2, Contra Costa County l, 
Fresno County 2, Brawley 1, Los Angeles 1, Mendocino County 
4, Fullerton 1, Tulare County 1, California 1.* 


* Cases charged to ’’California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable tol any one locality. 


71 cases: Alameda County 1, Berkeley 11, Oakland 1, Contra 
Costa County 1, Fresno County 4, Los Angeles County 3, Bur- 
bank 1, Culver City 2, Los Angeles 2, Torrance 2, Orange County 


10, Santa Ana 2, Riverside County 1, San Diego 2, San Francisc, 


6, Stockton 6, San Luis Obispo County 1, Daly City 2, Redwood 
City 1, Santa Barbara, County 1, Lompoc 5, Santa Barbara | 
Santa Maria 1, Santa Cruz County 1, Fillmore 2, Yuba 
Dysentery (Amoebic) 

4 cases: Humboldt County 1, Long Beach 1, Riverside County 
1, San Francisco 1. 
Dysentery (Bacillary) 

12 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 2, Merced County 
6, Sacramento 1, San Diego County 1, San Francisco 1. 
Pellagra 

One case: Oakland. 


Poliomyelitis 
31 cases: Kern County 8, Bakersfield 2, Taft 4, Los Angeles 7 


’ 


Pasadena 2, Madera County 2, Orange County 2, San Bernardino 
County 1, Santa Clara County 1, Sonoma County 1, Tulare 
Tetanus 

2 cases: Los Angeles 1, Orange 1. 


Trachoma | 

4 cases: Los Angeles 1, Indio 1, Escondido 2. 
Paratyphoid Fever 

8 cases: Oakland 2, Contra Costa County 1. 


Food Poisoning 
One case: San Francisco. 


Undulant Fever | 
3 cases: Glendale 1, Huntington Park 1, Watsonville 1. 


Actinomycosis | 
One case: San Francisco. 


Coccidoidal Granuloma | 


2 cases: San Diego County 1, La Mesa 1. 


Septic Sore Throat (Epidemic) | 

3 cases: San Francisco 1, South San Francisco 1, Sonoma 
County 1. 
Rabies (Animal) | 


15 cases: Los Angeles County 2, Huntington Park 1, Los 
Angeles 6, Pasadena 1, Gardena 1, Sacramento 1, San Diego 3. 


Public health is the only great social goal which 
still has practically universal approval. True, it has 
not yet reached the status in controlling all public 
conduct to which it will necessarily reach some day. 
True also, public health both in principles and in 
practice is still far from full development everywhere. 
But it is also true that more is already known of 
those principles than is or can be generally applied 
under present day conditions; also that more is 
already being applied than is fully understood or 
appreciated by those for whose needs and service it 1s 
operating. But even so, what other great social 
goal—governmental, economic, moral—commands so 
practically universal an allegiance? Is not every 
other proposed social goal regarded with skepticism, 
suspicion or even hatred by one or more great sec- 
tions of mankind? Yet every nation, and almost 
every class in every nation, according to its lights, 
approves public health and seeks it. Methods and 


names may differ but the goal is the same.—H. W. 
Hill, M.D. 
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